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Abstract.

Key Words: Aptitude, Achievement, Admission Tests - Admission Criteria in Higher Education.

The aim of this study is to describe the performance of secondary school graduates in Saudi Arabia
on the General Aptitude Test (GAT) and the Standard Achievement Admission Test (SAAT) across
their sub-areas (table of specifications), which was prepared during the construction of those tests.
Random samples of secondary school seniors who took the GAT and SAAT tests were analyzed. For
the GAT test, the random sample consisted of 41,440 male students. For the SAAT test, the sample
size was 25,012 male students. For the female students who took the GAT and SAAT tests, a random
sample of 24,212 students was taken. Descriptive statistics were used such as the means,
frequencies, and graphs to analyze the results of the GAT and SAAT tests. The main findings of the

study include the following:

1) Low performance of male and female students was observed in the ability and skills measured in
the verbal and quantitative sub-test of the GAT. Their levels declined further when the test questions
measured skills in higher order thinking or when questions went from concrete to abstract. 2)
Generally, it was found that the level of students in the verbal sub-test was slightly higher than their
level in the quantitative part. 3) The level of students in the SAAT test was extremely low, and
declined further with items dealing with higher order thinking based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. 4) The
application skill category was higher compared to the other skills in the following subject areas:
biology, chemistry and mathematics. However, the skill of understanding was the lowest in all
subject areas except for chemistry. In chemistry it was found that the memorizing skill was the
lowest based on the analysis of the sample of this study. 5) The level of performance of students in
English language was the lowest compared to the level of performance in the other subject areas,

especially at the higher order levels of thinking.
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