So you have just unpacked your DreamBox and thought to yourself "Man, where do I begin!". Believe me you are not alone. The DreamBox is arguably one of the most complex units on the market. With this complexity though, also comes a great deal of flexability and fun.

This tutorial is a guide for the new user on DreamBox "first steps".

 
You will need: 
Your DreamBox (DB) 
A null modem cable 
A network cross over cable or your DB patched into a hub or switch connected to your PC 
DreamUp and satellites.xml downloaded from the downloads section. 
Your favourite firmware image downloaded from the firmware section 
Your favourite FTP client. There are also some available in the downloads section 
1.Connect your box


Connect your DB to your TV using the SCART connection point. If your TV does not support SCART you will need to get yourself an appropiate output convertor. 
Using the null modem cable connect your DBs RS-232 port to your PC COM port.(required for DreamUp) 
Using the network cable connect your DB to your LAN or directly to your PC using a cross over cable. 

2.Erase the flash and configure network settings

Power on DB and when the bootlogo apears on TV, and hold down the silver <UP> button to the left of the DB LCD display until the message "FLASH ERASE" appears on the LCD.




Select your language and wait until the DiSEqC settings menu appears. 
At this point, hit the "LAME!" button on the remote until you get a blank TV screen. 
Press little round <DREAM> button next to the RIGHT button on the remote to enter the menu. 
Select the "Setup" menu 
Select the "Network" menu item.

Configure your LAN settings. This step will require you to find your network settings. On your PC, issue an ipconfig at the command prompt. You should get something like:


Ethernet adapter Local Area Connection 2:

Connection-specific DNS Suffix . :
IP Address. . . . . . . . . . . . : 192.168.0.1
Subnet Mask . . . . . . . . . . . : 255.255.255.0
Default Gateway . . . . . . . 

Choose a unique IP address within your subnet for your DB.

Example:

IP: 192.168.0.24 
Netmask: 255.255.255.0
Nameserver: 127.0.0.1 (or 192.168.0.1 if you are using ICS and the PC IP is 192.168.0.1)
Gateway: 127.0.0.1 (or 192.168.0.1 if you are using ICS and the PC IP is 192.168.0.1)


Check the "Configure Network" checkbox (this step is easily missed) and select "save" 


Your DB should now be active on your network. 

3.Upload satelites.xml and perform and initial scan

Using an FTP client, connect into your DB from your PC. The default user name is root and the password is dreambox. 
Copy the downloaded satellites.xml file from the PC to the /var/tuxbox/config directory. 
Restart your DB (this time do NOT hold down the <UP> button. 
If any menus appear press the "LAME!" button until you get a blank TV screen. 
Press the little round <DREAM> button next to the RIGHT button on the remote to enter the menu. 
Select the "Setup" menu 
Select the "Channels" menu item and then select "Satellites". 
Select "non-standard user defined configuration..." and configure your satellites and LNBs. Make sure DiSEqC is switched off if you don't have one (in blue menu). Select "OK" 
Select the "Transponder Scan" menu item and then select "auto scan" 
Select the network you wish to scan (these should be the ones you setup a couple of steps ago). 
Once selected you should get an SNR and AGC reading and hopefully a zero BEC (see manual for explanation). You should also get a checkbox in the "LOCK" and "SYNC" fields. If you wish to erase bouquets and services prior to a scan select the "erase all" checkbox. 
Select "start scan". This should now find your services. 
Go into the different modes and select the coloured buttons to view your new services. 

Note: At this stage you will be unable to view or listen to encrypted services. For these you will need to install and configure an emu which is outside of the scope of this tutorial.You should however have access to FTA stuff. 

4.Flashing your first image

With the DB connected as described above, remove the power from your DB. 
On your PC, start DreamUP and follow the steps documented here. 
Once powered up again (I hope you remembered to hold down the <UP> button 
