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vFile

King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz:

March of AMan
and Steps 7
of ALeader.

Maysar Alshamary
Riyadh

King Abdullah realized early that a man’s life, any man, is a result of the reaction of the
surrounding nature with his own activities. Thus, he went on inferring from it the secrets of
the universe, life and mankind; after his father, may God have mercy upon him, had already
deepened in him the roots of natural disposition, which undoubtedly would lead to the abso-
lute faith in God, to Whom be ascribed all perfection and majesty.

That natural disposition made him spend a lot of time discovering more secrets hidden in
environment and its infinite spaces. It is clear that King Abdullah, through the follow-up of
his conduct and achievements in leading the nation, has perceived, through living and min-
gling with the Bedouin, the secret of the proactive relation between the Bedouin behaviors
and the desert. He also learned that the desert confer upon its sons the qualities that qualify
them for survival.

The Bedouin, within the surrounding environmental conditions, is liable to extinction .
Thus he is naturally disposed towards caution and enduring difficulties; in addition to the
ability to defend his territory, money and honor. He also has the tendency to lead, ability
to control himself, and take decisions. These qualities are clearly shown in the conduct of
King Abdullah. They have deepened in his character the equestrian and noble behaviors. He
also learned from the Bedouin the optimum value of equestrian and that the horseman must
be a man of high values and sufficient composure; qualities that leadership is incomplete
without them.



Coupling Between the Palace and Tents

If whoever goes to the desert acquires
its identity, we will not find a difference
between one Arab and another. But
coupling between the palace and tents,
has distinguished King Abdullah from
others who coupled between those two
contradictions. May be what benefited
his majesty, may God protect him, in his
life experience and adaptation between
the risky desert life and easy palace
life, so imagined, is that he received his
early education from his father King
Abdulaziz, may God have mercy upon
him.

At the court of King Abdulaziz, he
perceived events by mingling with best
scholars, intellectuals and experts. His
father, who was following the Islamic
course in raising his children, had
already perceived the importance of
acquiring some traits of the nature you
live in.

The success of King Abdullah in
adapting between the palace and Bedouin
life, goes back to several things, most
important of them are that: he learned
from the palace courts that experience
is nothing had it not been turned into a
conduct. And that any conduct that had
not been changed into a course ought to
be an incomplete conduct. Constants do
not accept insufficiency.

Such philosophy of coupling
between two contradictions made King
Abdullah go beyond the experience and
allowed us, the researchers, to say that
he derived patience, composure, ability
to control and lead from the Bedouin
and their lifestyle; in addition to the
power which is incomplete without the
aforementioned qualities.

Per sonal Constituents

The effect of environment is clear in
the simple personal constituents of King
Abdullah. He learned from the desert
and the Bedouin how to join between
contradictions. The joining does not
break the constants, if properly used and
timed. He also learned the harshness
and tenderness, boldness and reluctance,
unity and reconciliation within himself,
and concern for the group interest.
This is another merit not tackled by
researchers.

It is well known that the local
community, though small compared
to modern communities, is a unified
community with many connections.
Most important of them are: the same
blood and joint destiny. King Abdullah

benefited of the experience and living
in the then existed social system, which
deep-rooted within himself the terms of
fraternity, relief of the yearning, quick
response to contingent events. He turned
these terms, since early experience and
entrance into the leadership and political
life, into a special language of his own.
The proof is that he - after being chosen
by late King Faisal in 1383 (1963) for
the leadership of the National Guards
— interacted with the team spirit. He
used to share soldiers their tasks as he
shared them concerns and aspirations
to the extent that he said in one of the
interviews that he knew the National
Guards officers one by one. This
implicitly means that he was living with
them.

Such a collective behavior, which we
believe he acquired through experience,
was not limited to his experience in the
National Guard only, but also extended
to include all the Saudi citizens after his
responsibilities, which were never small
or little, grew bigger.

Group Spirit

May be we are not wrong if we
say that King Abdullah’s interaction
with the group spirit has surpassed his
Saudi society to reach his big Arab
world and the great Islamic nation. This
collective spirit is clear in the speeches
he delivered in the Arab and Islamic
conferences in which he represented his
country on behalf of the late Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd
bin Abdulaziz. This spirit is clear also
in the honest speeches King Abdullah
used to direct to both Arab and Islamic
nations in the occasions of the two Eids
(Lesser and Greater Bairams).

If any observer, researcher or
analyzer selected any of King Abdullah’s
speeches in these occasions, he would
find that all terms indicated the collective
spirit. In most cases, His Highness used
to begin speeches for such occasions,
after saying “ In the name of God, Most
Gracious, Most Merciful”, by saying
Dear citizens, sons and brothers from
the Armed Forces”. These are terms
indicating the interaction with the group
spirit.

Policy of Reality and Morals

There are no absolute constants and
relative ones in politics. All the terms
are transferable according to variables
of events. Politics as a science does
not submit — as it is the case in other

sciences — to the theories founded for
it. For it is the only science governed
by mutual interest and benefits, which
implicitly means that theory comes
after application and with what suits the
interests of the concerned parties. This
is contrary to what we learn that theory
precedes application.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is one
of the countries which does not practice
politics through this deteriorating
perspective that does not comply with
its noble and humane values. King
Abdullah, is one of the symbols of the
Kingdom and faithful student in the
school of his father King Abdulaziz,
who refused in the early stages of the
foundation of the Kingdom to bargain
on the Palestinian right. Here, from
his insistence and upholding of the
constants he is naturally disposed to, we
can pick the end of the thread that leads
to his successes in the reconciliatory
missions he carried out among the Arab
and Islamic leaders.

King Abdullah’s success in the
missions he carried out to reconcile the
conflicting parties, does not — in the
first place — mean that he possesses
the conditions necessary to manage the
reconciliation, but because he belongs
to a political school that refuses to
define politics as “Art of the Non-
morals”; in addition to being one of the
politicians well known of integrity and
faithful belonging. Thus he acquired the
necessary credibility and acceptability
to run dialogue between conflicting
parties.

It worth mentioning here in this
context that King Abdullah excelled
in exactness and follow-up of minute
details of subjects he used to study.
That means he, before managing any
reconciliation, revises the minute details
that lead to the dispute, which gives him
the ability to close all gaps any party is
expected to come in through it. He is
also used not to start his reconciliatory
tasks by statements that may give
matters more than their normal size.
He is usually silent and does not like to
anticipate events and if he has to deliver
a statement, he gives his mission a
humble stamp

He, through bestowing modesty
upon his mission, minimizes - in a way
close to intelligence than diplomacy
— the magnitude of the conflict. This
gesture prepares the two conflicting
parties to accept the principle of
reconciliation, first. Second, such a



statement, diplomatically known as
the “ test balloon”, can minimize the
volume of accumulations resulted from
the dispute, pave the way, and facilitate
King Abdullah’s mission. Here lurks the
secret of his successes in the missions he
carried out.

Furthermore,  King  Abdullah
possesses all elements that qualify him
to success, especially the tenet and
ethnic constants such as deep-rooted
belonging and feeling of the necessity to
rehabilitate the Arab and Islamic house.

TheKingand Issues of the Two Nations

It is not surprising that King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz gives the issues
of the Arab and Islamic nations most
of his concern, as he is the son of the
first Arab Muslim leader who called
Muslims to hold their first conference
in Makkah Al-Mukaramah in 1344H,
but the surprising thing is that no one in
this old house is not concerned with the
issues of Muslims in the entire world.

Avoiding narration and repetition
in reviewing these concerns according
to the variables, which usually control
the leader and appealed to, I start with
the first one, the human element. For the
Arab and Islamic nations have reached
an unprecedented stage of despair.
Second, the world was divided into two
blocks both saw Islam as its first enemy.
Those two blocks had divided the world
and looted its wealth and experiences.
Each block started to establish and call,
in the territory under its control, to its
own ideology. All ideologies implicitly
aim to uproot the Arab and Islamic
belonging.

In this time, where the great
powers depose presidents of countries
just for doubting their faithfulness to
their peoples and religion and where
despair among Arabs and Muslims has
reached the point of surrender, appeared
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz with
the original Arabian features and full
Islamic belonging to confront the attack
on Islam and Muslims.

King Abdullah has realized in early
period the political, social and economic
importance of his country. He perceived
that his country will be the center of
attraction to brainwashers and strikers
of the Islamic creed in its homeland.
He also perceived that defying plotting
against Islam is not necessarily be
the Arab effort. But efforts should be
exerted to bring viewpoints of the Arab
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leaders close together and fill the gaps
that resulted from following ideologies
aimed to strike Islam. Thus King
Abdullah pursued reconciliations - with
all possible good means, as he said. He
traveled from one Arab capital to another
to conclude his blessed missions.

No one doubts the intentions and
credibility of King Abdullah in the
rehabilitation of the Arab house and
in his belonging to the nation that is
destined to carry the flag of Islam. King
Abdullah, who was the student in the
school of one of the most important
leaders of modern era, realized that
uniting Muslim towards their crucial
issues needs a complicated convincing
process. Convincing nations deceived by
ideologies needs many things; the most
important of which is that these nations,
which are only linked by religion,
know only that the Arab nation is the
nation that Quran has been revealed to
and assigned to serve the religion till
doomsday. So King Abdullah saw it is
better to start with the rehabilitation of
the Arab status to convince others that
the Arabs — who are honored by God in
sending the last Prophet from them — are
capable of taking their responsibilities
and proceed forward.

King Abdullah, who realized the
impossibility of united Islamic action
at the outset, was satisfied with the
acceptance of the Islamic nation to his
papers and visions in this respect. He
was skillfully able to attract the attention
of most Muslims to their crucial issues.
With political professionalism and in
silence, he was able to tell them “ here
lurks the danger that seeks to strike your
faith.”

While King Abdullah was practicing
the logic of gradual steps in convincing
others and establishing first foci for a joint
Islamic views, which requires normal
politicians and ideologists to provide a
lot of concessions, he realized from the
outset that serving religion is a holy task.
So he has to uphold his convictions and
should not relinquish them. This gesture
acquired him the necessary credibility
to proceed forward. Now here is King
Abdullah, after going past the most
dangerous places in the minefield he
chose to walk through, urges Muslims
towards unity, brotherhood, discarding
differences, and countering challenges
and destructive trends.

Such Islamic letter King Abdullah
used to adopt in the Arab and Muslim
gatherings, must be accompanied with
actions to acquire him the necessary
credibility to achieve it.

By virtue of the geographical
importance of his country — including
religious and political aspects — he
chose to make his informative letter
disregard differences in race, language,
and color; as far as faith preservation
is the aim. His informative letter,
marked with honesty and frankness,
is also correlated to adoption of most
important Islamic issues. He visited the
Afghan refugee camps during the visit
to Pakistan, where the Afghani issue
at that time was the hottest worldwide.
Due to the multiple factions, his life was
jeopardized. Nevertheless, he visited
the refugee camps and was among
those who sacrificed the dearest for the
stability of their country.

That visit was not the only indication
for His Highness concern for the Afghan



cause. He used al possible means that
suit hislifestyleto take the Afghan cause
to theinternational political circles.

The other position of His Highness,
not lessimportant than theAfghan cause,
waswhen he declared hisabsolutesiding
with Bosnia and Herzegovina during
their bloody strive with the Serbs for
independence.

The relief role taken by the
government of Saudi Arabia had a big
impact on Mudlims to resume strive
for freedom and independence. King
Abdullah did not satisfy with the relief
lines opened by his country to rescue
Mudims there. He called politica
decision circles worldwide and showed
them the invisible dimensions of the
plight that reached the limit of racia
cleansing for the Muslimsin Bosniaand
Herzegovina. Before that he managed to
have a united Ilamic view towards this
cause.

On the Arab level, King Abdullah
stood beside the Palestinian right since
the early beginnings of the Palestinian
cause. The government of Saudi Arabia
had fulfilled al its materia and spiritua
obligations towards Paestine and
the Pdestinians. The full obligation
and absolute Saudi adoption to the
Palegtinian right had a great impact on
the continuation of the Palestinian strive
against the I sragli occupation.

When the importance of the Saudi
state began to grow bigger and higger
and became one of the most important
decision-maker states in the region on
both Arab and Idamic levels, the Saudi
leadership continued to emphasize the
Palegtinian right in al internationa
gatherings, especidly the United
Nations.

May be it is far to say, in this
context, that Saudi Arabia s the country
that turned the Palestinian cause from
sheer Arab causeto |amic one, through
presenting it in Idlamic conferences for
more pressure on usurpers, the Zionists.

It goes without saying that we
must continuoudy mention the Saudi
efforts correlated with efforts of King
Abdullah, even in the time when the
talks are around peace and resumption
of negotiations.

Hobbiesand Interests

King Abdullah was born in an
environment that was taking care of
horses and practicing eguestrian as
an inevitable daily task. So it was not

surprising that he encourages and takes
care of the equestrian sport. But he also
exceeded encouragement and practiceto
establishing a Center for the Equestrian
Studies to collect what is written about
equestrian and monitor books and
manuscriptsin thisfield. By so doing it
seems as if he wants to generalize the
values that the cavalier must have over
the Arab history.

It iswell known that the horseman,
in the Arab mentality, represents power,
patience, skill, nobility, chivalry and
other qualities everyone aspires to
achieve. Through undertaking the
equestrian sports in Saudi Arabia, he
made it common to all and free of the
complications of establishments and
systems which limit it only to the elites
of the country.

Oneof thehobbiesof KingAbdullah
is hunting, which is an original Arab
sport, regardiess of being another
confirmation for self reconciliation
and history of His Highness. It aso
confirms the depth of his full-blooded
Arab belonging and his drive to
authenticate al what keeps the heritage
in our memories and hearts.

May be through the practice of
hunting with fal cons, he wanted to keep
the continuation with the environment
after respongibilities grew bigger and
his time dedicated for his nation and
both Arab and Mudim nations. His
practice to this sport — though as a
hobby —is for getting himself used to
patience, waiting, and may befor theart
of managing conflict, and dismissing
the logic of power from his political
dictionary, if not necessary. King
Abdullah aso lovesreading and writing
poetry, which are the most practicable
hobbies under big responsibilities.

It is time to mention that King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz, who has
reconciled with himself, opinions and
history, does not practice hobbies for
recreational purposes only. He meant to
spread and generdize the cultural deed
by establishing the National Festiva for
Heritage and Culture (Janadriyah) under
his direct supervision and sponsorship
of the Nationa Guards. It worth
mentioning that the Nationa Guards
is the first military establishment,
worldwidein general and Arab world in
particular, that harmonizes between the
military man and the educated; though
indications of hostility between them
fill modern Arab history books. m
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